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Definition of Eco Tourism
—  Tourism to protect natural resources, as a
means of economic gain through  natural
resource preservation.- World Wide Fund for
Nature (1997)

—  Responsible travel to natural areas that
conserves the environment and  sustains the
well-being of local people — TIES (The
International Ecotourism Society)

— Tourism that sustains or enhances the
geographical character of the place being
visited -- its environment, culture, aesthetics,
heritage and residents' well-being.

Following diagram will help more in understanding

the concept of ecotourism

Nafure Based Education & Interpretation

Benefits Local People

Ecologically Sustainable
gconomically

Source:

www.ecotourismindia.com

Why Eco Tourism?

As the fastest growing sector in the tourism industry,
ecotourism is an attractive investment proposition.
Estimates of its relative significance in terms of
global tourism expenditure vary considerably. For
certain countries which are primarily ecotourism
destinations, the figures are even more striking. For

example, in

Costa Rica, and Ecuador, particularly the Galapagos
islands, earned US$ 275 and US$ 193 millions
respectively in 1990. Clearly, ecotourism becomes
the most significant tourism segment for many

developing countries.

In 2001 India had more than 2.5 million inbound
visitors and 234 million domestic tourists every year.
The travel and tourism industry accounts for nearly
6% of India’s jobs and 4.8% of GDP, taking into

account direct and indirect employment.

But this is set to grow further.

The World Travel and Tourism Council predict that
in 2003 alone, tourism demand in India will increase
by more than 7%, to US $30.1 billion. Over the next

decade, the Council predicts:

o  8.8% annual growth in tourism demand

e 7.9% growth per annum in tourism-related
GDP

e 10.5% annual growth in overseas visitors

e 7.5% increase per annum in capital
investment in tourism

e  5.1% annual growth in government

expenditure on tourism

The World Tourism Organization predicts that:

e India will be hosting 5.08 million tourists in

2010

That figure will rise to 8.90 million by 2020

Ecotourism if properly implemented can integrate
conservation and rural development by helping to
protect valuable natural areas, by generating income,
stimulating economic development through tourism
expenditures and providing jobs and market for local
goods. The effect on the local level can be anywhere
from minimal to substantial, depending on the scale
of ecotourism relative to the size of the local

cconomy.
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Ecotourism provides several benefits, including:

Employment

Work opportunities for local people
Indirect employment generation for people

in other states

Financial

foreign exchange earning
GNP
state taxes

income for business and individuals

Development

broadens economic base

inter-sectoral linkages can occur

multiplier effects

encourages entrepreneurial activity

infrastructural provision

improvement of services

promotes regional development

Increased economic benefits from intact
environment will also increase community
support for habitat conservation.

Enhances local understanding of the
importance of Eco Tourism

Supports  conservation though profits

generated through ecotourism enterprises.

Constraints to tourism development

However, the development of nature based tourism

faces

can also have considerable constraints,

including:

e Size of the area — this impacts the optimum
tourist carrying capacity of that area.

e  Accessibility - by road, railways and airport.

e Underdeveloped  tourist facilities —
information centers, provision of good
accommodation and food.

e Lack of capital and expertise - among the
local community is a serious obstacle to
their ability to establish tourism businesses.
Education and proper training of tourist
guides are critical factors.

e  Cultural compatibility: between the tourists
and the local people.

e Extent of acceptable change in the

environment due to influx of tourists

India - Opportunity beckons

Tourism attractive aspects of India

e Flora and fauna

e Coastal region

e International linkages owing to past colonies
of England, French, Portugal.

e  Archaeological sites and bio-diversity
conservation potential

e Spirituality and yoga centers, International
Yoga Festival in the first week of January.

e  Small scale local industry — Fisheries, Coir,
traditional craft.

e Sites like Auroville and Shri Aurobindo

Ashram

Key issues in Eco Tourism

According to the Tourist Area Life-Cycle Model
tourism typically begins when a few explorers
discover a place and simply share the local people's

facilities. As news of the attraction of the area
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spreads by word of mouth, a regular flow of visitors
arrive and tourist accommodation and restaurants
begin to spring up. As outside entrepreneurs see the
commercial possibilities, services grow more
sophisticated and local people are increasingly
marginalized. Over time the 'authenticity' or quality
of the tourist experience declines and the area is
increasingly subject to environmental or socio-
cultural stress. In parallel with this process, the
market consolidates and ceases to grow, until finally

the area may lose its fashionable appeal and declines.

Clearly there is a tension between recreational and
developmental needs on the one hand, and ecological
integrity on the other. The problem is: how can
tourism be developed in a way that generated revenue
while also protecting the ecological integrity? This

problem generates an inherent conflict of interest.

e The goal of limiting environmental effects,
conflicts with the goal of maximizing
revenue from tourism.

e The short-term financial priorities of tourist
operators tend to overshadow long-term
objectives of conservation management.

e Generally observers have noted that a range
of problems are associated with top-down
planning that does not involve relevant stake-
holders. It arises when key government
decision makers, environmental planners and
consultants make decisions regarding the
direction of development without consulting
and assessing the needs and views the other
stakeholders namely the local leaders and
community  representatives. Lack  of
stakeholder participation in the planning
process may also affect development.

Therefore stakeholders’ participation helps in

creating goodwill and reinforces the
impression that benefit flow are not
unidirectional.

e Facilities for high volume tourism need to be
created to satisfy the increasing tourism
demand of the urban population. However,
while generating the most revenue, mass
tourism tends to have the most serious
negative ecological and cultural impacts.
Special interest tourists combine high
revenue with limited impact on both ecology
and culture. This should be the ideal form of
low volume but high value tourism for the

ecologically sensitive zones.

Following diagram shows some of the common
problems faced by Tourism Industry. These problems
should be addressed for sustainable development in

tourism industry.

PROBLEMS FACED BY TOURISM INDUSTRY -

ROADBLOCKS

Factors affecting long term interest of tourism
. Lack of community participation and

awareness of benefits
. Lack of involvement of the rural sector
. Lack of concern of sustainability

Barriers that discourage investment

. Absence of legislative support

. Lack of policy integration and co-ordination
. Lack of long term investor friendly policies
. Heavy and multiple taxes restrictive aviation

and land policies

Factors that affect competitiveness
. Lack of concern for competitiveness
. Complex visa procedures

. Inadequate facilitation services
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. Lack of quality infrastructure

. Lack of emphasis on product quality

. Lack of training at the cutting edge

. Lack of hygiene

. Low utilization of modern marketing and
publicity tools
Approach-Related Barriers

o Absence of consensus on role of tourism

. Lack of priority to tourism on account of
unappreciated potential

. Relatively low levels of investment

. Lack of interest on the part of state
governments — the primary players

. An unprofessional ad-hoc approach

Source: Tenth Plan Document

The Kerala Initiatives —A Case Study

The varied nature of destinations provides
comparative advantages for tourism in India. Most of
these  destinations, such as hill stations,
archaeological monuments, and pilgrim centres had
been developed historically.

Several tourism-related studies are being undertaken
in these areas in order to collect baseline data to
support management plans. Environmental impacts
are taken note of in the studies. In recent times,
especially in the last two decades, keen interest is
being taken to conduct environmental impact
assessments for all new tourism development
projects.

In general, ecotourism is mostly confined to wildlife
sanctuaries and National Parks, the mountainous
regions of Himalayas and the islands. New
ecotourism  destinations, under internationally
accepted principles, are being developed as

awareness about ecotourism is being created through

the media, seminars and workshops. Recently the
Ministry of Environment and Forests, in connection
with the World Environment Day Committee,
declared that ecotourism in National Parks,
sanctuaries and other forests would be a major area
for development.

A separate ecotourism directorate has been created to
give policy support for the development of
ecotourism. Accordingly, a project for the first
planned  ecotourism  destination  (Thenmala
Ecotourism Project) has been formulated in and
around a wildlife sanctuary, with the cooperation of
departments such as Forest, Irrigation and Tourism.

In order to allow flexibility in the development of this

destination, a separate organisation has been formed.

The major objectives of this project are:

1. to develop Thenmala dam and its surroundings
as a major tourist destination;

2. to promote ecotourism on the basis of the
principles of ecological sustainability in the areas
surrounding Thenmala; and

3. to have a well-planned tourism destination with the
emphasis on sustainable tourism development as a
model for other destination development programs.

The project envisages three major components: eco-

friendly general tourism, ecotourism and pilgrimage

tourism. Facilities and activities such as a garden,
boating in the reservoir, a boardwalk, an elevated
walkway, a walk-in aviary, amphitheatre, musical
fountain and mountain biking will be provided. As
noted above, ecotourism is planned for the surrounding
forest area. An environmental education centre and an
interpretation centre will be set up. Activities will
include bird watching, trekking, mountaineering,
wilderness treks, staying in natural caves, studying flora
and fauna, simple bushwalking, animal behaviour

studies, ecological studies etc. A unique trekking
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package is being developed in the nearby Shenduruney
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Before the start of the project, an environmental impact
assessment was prepared by a research institution. A
total of 15 local youths have been trained as guides.
This is an obvious benefit from ecotourism. Strategies
are also formulated to involve voluntary organisations
to work among the local people to help them get
involved.

The idea at Thenmala is to provide some sort of basic
ecotourism exposure to those who are not very keen
eco-tourists, and provide a better ecotourism experience
in surrounding forest areas for those who really have a
concern for nature and are real eco-tourists. This
management  strategy can ensure  ecological
sustainability of the destination.

An innovative trekking program with stays inside the
forest in the Periyer Tiger Reserve in Kerala has been
formulated as a part of the program being implemented
in this wildlife sanctuary with assistance from the
Global Environment Facility. The tour group size will
normally be about six or seven, which is in line with
expert opinion on group size for this type of
environment and the experience being offered.

The team guiding the project consists of local people
who were once involved in forest destruction. A
destructive dependence on forest was their previous
mode of existence, leading to severe conflict with
Forest Department. This project provides them with an
alternative means of livelihood, and turns their
dependence on the forest into a positive one. Their
excellent knowledge of the forest and the camping sites
(which were essential in their former occupation)
makes them the appropriate people to assist with this
program. Further, their presence in the area, along with
the forest officials and tourists, ensure its protection

from poachers and other illegal encroachers.

An eco-development committee has been constituted
for the project and a certain portion of the revenue
earned will go to a fund held by this committee for
common use. The forest department and private tour
operators are cooperating on the development. All in
all, it will ensure:

1. the conservation of the natural resources;

2. that local people will benefit; and

3. that authentic ecotourism experiences are

provided.




